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Industry awaits NZ
potato risk analysis
❑ By LOUISE McBRIDE
ONCERNED potato
producers are nervously
C awaiting the findings and
recommendations of the Senate
Rural and Regional Affairs and
Transport Committee inquiry into
New Zealand potato imports
scheduled for release on March 20.
Its brief has been to address
biosecurity risks for the Australian
potato industry should fresh
product be allowed to be imported
from NZ for processing.
Processed NZ potatoes are already
being allowed in as frozen french
fries and crisps.

If we continue to produce high-quality
seed potatoes, the
industry has a very
good future
— BEN DOWLING
The NZ potato industry is
affected by many pests and diseases
not present ip Australia, including
devastating zebra chip, which
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reduces yield and downgrades
quality because of discolouration of
the product, and ultimately the
death of the plant.
Large-scale seed potato producer
Ben Dowling, Mount Gambier, said
allowing the import of fresh
potatoes for processing from New
Zealand is an unacceptable risk that
Australia should not take, and he
hopes the reality of such moves
being "needless, impractical and
unaffordable" means it will not
happen.
He said that allowing NZ apple
imports shows biosecurity measures
have been threatened.
"The NZ apple situation is an
example of how Australia has taken
a risk, and then the system has been
challenged at the borders with
containers being rejected on the
basis of being such a biosecurity
risk," Mr Dowling said.
"We should not be needlessly
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challenging our border
protection systems with
unacceptable risks.
"I just hope that the
government decides against
accepting imports of fresh
processing potatoes from NZ."
The threat of introduced
disease from across the Tasman
through potato imports could
also affect tomato, capsicum
and eggplant crops, which
together represent $1.5 billion
of Australia's agricultural
production.
South Australian Senator
Nick Xenophon — who was
involved with the inquiry — said
"this little bug, could end up
being a big problem".
"Australian farmers are
already doing it tough without
the Government putting their
crops at risk through
inadequate biosecurity rules,"
he said.
Sen. Xenophon said the
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He said this has occurred
before with Australian imports
of horticultural products, and it
will "keep happening unless the
government improves
biosecurity protocols".
Despite the threat of
government policy decisions
hanging over the Australian
potato industry, Mr Dowling is
confident of a promising future.
His business, Dowling
AgriTech, recently invested
heavily in developing a new
seed potato handing facility on
his South East property.
"This will give us the ability
to handle large tonnages of
seed potatoes from harvest
through to cool storage and up
to seed ready for planting, all at
the one site," Mr Dowling said.
"We have employed more
people — and have four full time
staff and up to 12 casuals.
"We do have confidence in
the industry as a whole, even
though the processing sector is
shrinking.
"We believe if we continue to
produce high-quality seed
potatoes, the industry has a
very good future."
With the expansion, Dowling
Agritech is now the biggest
seed potato producer in South
Eastern Australia.
The company exported more

than 800 tonnes of seed in
2012, which is set to double
this year with the new facilities.
It exports to SE Asia where
there is strong demand for
Australian seed stock. The
industry's reputation is based
on a solid, biosecurity image.
"Domestically, we supply seed
potatoes to Atherton in far
north Queensland, all the way
down to Warrnambool in
Victoria," he said.
When Dowling AgriTech was
established in 1997 there was
no seed potatoes in the region
but now it has the largest seed
operation in South Australia,
Vic and New South Wales.
The company produces more
than 9000t from 240 hectares.
It is in partnership with
Eurogrow, which helps access
new varieties from Europe.
"While our main concern is
the threat of disease from NZ
due to policy decisions, we
hope the government and
industry will take all steps
possible to avoid this," Mr
Dowling said.
"Potatoes South Australia Inc
— the peak industry body for
the whole of value chain potato
industry — was represented at
the Senate Inquiry, and
continues to lobby on behalf of
our industry."

THE CSIRO's SoilMapp gives open

Kick start your crop and get yield back on track
with Foli-zyme.
Designed to encourage root repair and plant
growth after stress events or cold conditions.
Ideal for field and protected house crops.
FAST RESULTS. FOLIAR APPLICATION. FOLI-ZYME.
CONTACT STOLLER ON FREECALL 1800 337 845 OR EMAIL INFOOSTOLLER.COM.AU
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The threat of introduced disease from across the Tasman through potato imports could affect tomato,
capsicum and eggplant crops.

App reaps soil data for on-the-spot decisions

STRESSED POTATOES?
SLOW GROWTH?
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with New Zealand appeared to
be the root of the problem.
"In principle, the CER is
good for both countries," he
said.
"But we 'can't let free trade
principles stand in the way of
protecting our clean, green
image."

FOLI-ZYME
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access to up-to-date data on soil
at any location in the country in
seconds.
Information such as soil depth,
acidity, salinity, soil carbon, soil
water holding capacity, and other
attributes will help land
managers, farmers, and rural
advisors make on-the-spot
decisions about how to more
effectively manage their land.
The mobile device technology
will deliver detailed scientific
information on, soils directly into
the hands of farmers, rural
consultants, agronomists, and
potentially other soil enthusiasts
such as real estate agents, hobby
farmers, and keen bushwalkers.
The app has been developed by
the Australian Collaborative Land
Evaluation Program and CSIRO,

A sample of soil map details.
An iPad app to study soil may
be just the thing farmers.

with funding from the GRDC. It
was created under the premise
that understanding soils was
essential to sustain healthy,
natural environments and
productive agricultural
landscaPes.
CSIRO's Mike Grundy said soils
were one of the most important
building blocks of our agricultural
and ecological systems and a
precious natural asset
"They sustain food production,
biodiversity, water quality and
play a key role in human health.

Understanding the
characteristics of soil allows us
to ensure we make decisions
about its management to ensure
maximum productivity and
maintain or improve its health for
today and future generations," Mr
Grundy said.
The databases contain
information about 85,000 samples
from nearly 15,000 locations,
some dating back to the 1950s.
SoilMapp for iPad will be
available from the App Store
soon.
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